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Director’s Comments 

  I was hired as Director of the Dearborn County Solid Waste 

Management District in February 2001.  The District’s services have expanded 

during my tenure., as well as volumes collected and processed My first year with 

the District, 485 tons of recyclables were collected; during 2011, the District 

collected 1,177 tons. That’s an increase of 143% over 10 years!  

  Since its inception, the District has offered a number of drop-off locations. 

Presently, it maintains recycling trailers at 12 locations throughout the county, all of which are 

open 24/7. In February 2004, the District purchased 3 acres west of Aurora. By the end of 

April, the drive-thru was open to the public Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings. 

  Purchasing the property and the 5 buildings enabled the District to begin 

processing the recyclables collected. They are sold locally for the manufacture of new products. 

In 2011, the District purchased adjoining land with a large building. Having the additional 

space allowed the District to store the processed recyclables until a full semi-load was ready, 

thus commanding a higher sale price for that specific commodity. 

  Creation Station began in December 2004. This reuse program has diverted 30 

tons of materials from the landfill, making them available at no cost to educators, both for 

classroom and not-for-profit educators. The household hazardous waste collection (HHW) 

has grown from twice a year at various locations to a monthly collection (April-November) or 

by appointment at the Recycling Center. This program has facilitated the safe disposal of 330 

tons of hazardous wastes since 2004. In addition, the Recycling Center offers convenient 

recycling of nuisance items, such as tires, alkaline batteries, and scrap metal. 

  Education has always been a large part of the District’s services and last year 

was no exception. The biggest educational event is always the 4-H fair. The Recycle Guy’s first 

appearance was on Recycle Day at the 2011 Fair. All week, fairgoers were invited to test their 

knowledge of recycling and register for prizes of recycled content.   

  I hope you enjoy perusing the photos and stories of our 2011 successes as much 

as we did creating them. We look forward to yet another great year serving the residents of 

Dearborn County.        Barbara J. Ault  
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 2,274,272 pounds of general recyclables were collected, processed and sold by the 

District last year. That was a 15% increase over the previous year. The pie chart on the next 

page shows the recyclables collected and the percentage of each. 

 Why is recycling important? You have heard that it saves natural resources 

and it does. For example, 3,195 trees were saved by recycling the 532,506 pounds 

of corrugated cardboard collected in Dearborn County last year and 12,456 trees 

by recycling the 1,037,623 pounds of mixed paper, according to the National 

Recycling Coalition’s Environmental Benefits Calculator. 

 The volume of aluminum taken in at the Recycling Center varies 

according to market price. When the price is up, many residents turn in their 

aluminum cans to scrap dealers for cash. As the price falls, more cans are 

turned in at the Recycling Center. Either way, the aluminum is being recycled 

and we are glad. The Recycling Center sold two full semi truckloads (Total 

35,080 pounds) of aluminum cans last year.    

 The District collected 511,713  pounds of glass. At the Recycling Center, the clear 

glass is sorted from the colored glass. Both sorts are sold to Cincinnati Cullet. The colored 

glass is made into beer bottles and the clear glass is used to make more clear food 

containers. Did you know that glass can be recycled indefinitely without affecting its 

strength or quality?  

 Plastics continue to be the most confusing of all. In Dearborn County, we only have a 

market for #1 and #2 plastic bottles with necks smaller (in diameter) than the bottle itself.  

The exception is plastic bottles that have contained oil or oil products, such as salad 

dressings; these are not acceptable. Pop or water bottles are # 1 or PET. Milk jugs and 

laundry detergents are examples of # 2 or HDPE plastic.  

  

     Dearborn County recycles and Dearborn County does it well! 
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Breakdown of General Recyclables 

       The pie chart on the right illustrates 

the breakdown of recyclables by each 

category as sold by the District last 

year. Percentages are based on 

weights. 

Fill ‘er up! 

Lead forklift operator, Art 

Workman, loads the first full 

semi-load of aluminum cans 

shipped by the District directly 

to the manufacturer.  The 

recycled cans  were made into 

more aluminum cans. How 

many cans do you think a 

trailer  holds? (Hint:  a trailer  

will average 17,550 pounds.) 
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Drop-off Locations 

Aurora In the Heart House parking lot 

Aurora Behind the Lion’s Bldg on 2nd Street 

Bright At Merrilee’s Hardware Store 

Dillsboro Behind the Town Hall 

Greendale At the City Garage 

Lawrenceburg Along US 50 on the Fairgrounds 

Manchester South of Manchester ball field 

Moores Hill In the Utilities parking lot 

New Alsace American Legion parking lot 

N. Dearborn North Dearborn Elementary School 

SR 1 Tanner Valley Methodist Church 

St. Leon Behind the Fire Dept. on St. Joe Drive 

 The District maintains twelve drop-off 

locations throughout Dearborn County for easy 

accessibility by its residents. For convenience, all 

twelve locations are open 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week.  Each location accepts corrugated, 

newspapers, mixed paper, glass beverage and  

food containers, aluminum beverage cans and tin 

food cans, as well as #1 and #2 plastic bottles. 

 Thanks to Merrilee’s Hardware Store for 

volunteering to host the Bright recycling trailer 

(above). Manchester recycling trailer was moved from 

the YES Home to behind the Manchester ball field, at 

the intersection of SR 48 and County Farm Road (left). 

 While it is hard to estimate the 

number of residents using the recycling 

trailers, we can tell you that they are getting 

more use than ever. We have had to switch 

out some trailers more often. Some of our 

busiest locations have two trailers, especially 

over the weekends and holidays.  Yet you 

may find them full! 

 There are some things that residents 

can do to maximize the amount of 

recyclables each trailer holds. Milk jugs and 

2-liter bottles should be crushed. We cannot 

recycle plastic bags and they should not be 

placed in the trailers. When items are 

removed from the bags, they take less 

space, leaving more room for recyclables. 
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 For the convenience of the residents it serves, 

the Recycling Center accepts up to 5 passenger tires 

per resident at no charge. There is a fee for more than 

that or anything larger than a passenger tire. Last year, 

over 3,200 tires were brought to the Center. These 

tires are turned into mulch. The mulch is hauled on the 

backload and available for purchase at the Center or 

online at www.advancedgroundcare.com. 

 Did you know that electronics are the fastest growing portion of America’s trash? Hundreds of 

thousands of computers and televisions are discarded annually in the U.S.  During 2011, the District 

received 56,219 pounds of computers and an additional 112,407 pounds of other electronic devices. All 

of these were dismantled and the individual components recycled.                                                                

 Many of the products used or stored in your home, garage, or yard can pose a threat to human 

health and/or the environment, if disposed of improperly. Leftover household products that contain 

corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients are considered to be household hazardous waste. 

 To properly dispose of these items, the District offers HHW Collection on the last Wednesday 

of the month, April - November, from noon—6 pm. During 2011, over 550 Dearborn County residents 

brought in  38,053 pounds of hazardous wastes. That’s 19 tons safely removed from our environment! 

 Examples of products that contain 

potentially hazardous ingredients include oil-

based paint, stains, varnishes, and paint 

removers. Household cleaners and automotive 

care products may contain hazardous ingredients, 

as well as lawn, garden, and pool chemicals. 

Other examples include: fluorescent  and CFL 

bulbs; household and lead-acid batteries; and 

used motor oil, oil filters and anti-freeze. 

Got Paint? 
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The photos on this page are from the 

2011 fair. “Green Before Green was 

Cool” was the theme. Recycle Guy 

was popular. Fairgoers were able to 

register for prizes such as mulch made 

from rubber tires and an Adirondack 

chair and table made from plastic milk 

jugs. The District contracted Michelle 

White of Crystal Clear Science to give 

two shows on the free stage. White 

used fun examples and science 

experiments to entertain the audience 

while teaching them about recycling. 

During her three year tenure with the 

District, Sandy Whitehead gave over 

150 school programs, reaching more 

than 14,000 students and 2,300 adults. 

The photos on the previous page show 

the variety of programs offered, from 

summer library programs to programs at 

Lawrenceburg Primary School and 

Youthland Academy. In the top left 

corner, Sandy participates in Ag Days at 

the Fairgrounds. The lower right corner 

shows Betty O’Banion, Office Assistant, 

heading up the craft during Halloween 

Fest at the Lawrenceburg Firehouse. 
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 April 30th, All Shred was on-site to 

provide document destruction to residents. 

Because many have requested this service be 

made more readily available, the District now 

offers a locked container in the office, with 

pickup once a month by All Shred. During 2011, 

over 7,600 pounds of paper were shredded 

from Dearborn County through this program. 

 On April 30th, the District held a one-day event to collect any type of unwanted medicine and 

sharps. Over 130 pounds were collected during this special collection. 

 Most of us have medicines on hand that we no longer need or that have expired. Proper 

disposal of these unwanted medications is important. They should never be flushed down the toilet, 

poured down the  drain, or placed in the trash. If disposed of improperly, these medications pose a risk 

to human health and the environment. 

 The Dearborn County Law Enforcement Center offers a monthly collection of unwanted 

medications only on the last Saturday of each month between noon and 4 pm at the Enforcement 

Center, located at 301 W. High Street, Lawrenceburg. This monthly program is sponsored by CASA. 

 The Dearborn County Sheriff’s 

Department provided an officer to  

take possession of all unwanted 

medications and sharps brought to 

the Recycling Center on April 30th. 

The collected materials were then 

transported to the  Indiana State 

Police, Versailles Post as part of the 

DEA’s National Take Back Program. 
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 If you chose a live tree for decorating your home for Christmas, you were faced with a disposal 

dilemma.  To put the tree in the landfill would be wasting a good resource.  With a little effort on your 

part, the unwanted tree could be put to beneficial reuse, thanks to a partnership  between the District 

and the City of Lawrenceburg. 

 Live trees with all ornaments, tinsel, and lights removed could be dropped off at the 

Lawrenceburg City Garage during the two weeks immediately following Christmas. City workers ground 

the trees into wood chips. The resulting mulch is used by the city in its public spaces. 

 During this year’s Christmas Tree Recycling Program, 43 trees were dropped off at the garage. 

 ReReRe---Spook, ReSpook, ReSpook, Re---Wear, and ReWear, and ReWear, and Re---Scare!Scare!Scare!   
 Even Halloween can become more earth-friendly with a little 

pre-planning. Halloween costumes can be expensive and what child 

wants to wear the same costume for the second year? 

 Costumes could be exchanged during the 2nd Annual 

Costume Swap sponsored by the District during the month of 

October. Over 90 adults and children brought  in their reusable 

costumes to exchange for another costume during this year’s event. 

 Donations were sought to kick-start the program. Thanks to 

Hendricks County Parks Department for their generous donation of 

many new costumes and accessories. Individuals brought in many 

costumes, wigs, shoes, masks and other accessories. There were also 

Halloween and fall decorations free for the taking. 

 Parents, save old costumes or “interesting” pieces of clothing 

for next year’s swap. Remember to “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” 

before you “Re-spook, Re-Wear, and Re-Scare!” 
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 When the furnace and air conditioning units went out, Creation Station was moved 

into the middle section of the office building. The old modular unit was then used for storage. 

Storms last spring hastened the demise of the building and it was decided to tear it down 

rather than repair the roof. A hole was dug and the rubble buried. It affected the lobby area of 

Creation Station more than we had anticipated and we found it necessary to  suspend the 

reuse program entirely during the renovations. In December it  was reopened. 

 We have plans for a 

demonstration plot in this leveled 

area. The plot will include several 

types of compost bins. We want to 

showcase yard furniture made from 

recycled content, such as a picnic 

table and bench. We can have 

recycled plastic planters filled with 

the compost we produce and a rock 

garden in which we use rubber mulch 

made from Dearborn County tires.  

Oh, the things we can do! 

Creation Station  
 The District’s Reuse Program, Creation Station, is a free resource for teachers and  

non-profit educators serving Dearborn County. We have supplies available for crafts, science 

projects or many other uses in the classroom.  Supplies vary from empty paper towel rolls to 

brand new school supplies.  One can find pine cones, yarn, and containers of just about any 

size and shape. Our inventory depends on  the donations we receive. 

 Creation Station opened in December 2004. Since then, over 30 tons of materials 

have been diverted from the landfill for reuse. Many of these items are not recyclable, so 

reuse is the only alternative. By taking advantage of this resource, educators can save on 

needed supplies, and oftentimes these supplies are  purchased with personal funds. 

 Call Betty O’Banion, Reuse Coordinator, today to see if you qualify for this program. 
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Here’s what our customers are saying: 

“Commercial pick-up makes it easy and convenient” to recycle. Beth of McCabe’s Floral 

“The Recycling Center has been providing pickup of our school recyclables. . . This is a 

critical lesson for these children as they grow up to be recyclers themselves.” Terri of St. 

John Lutheran School 

“The service . . . Has been a terrific help to our school as . . . We are finally able to demon-

strate/model recycling by participating in this program.”  Principal, Manchester Elem. 

“The drop-off locations . . . Are very conveniently located.” Dale & Rachel of Guilford 

“I especially like the teacher resource area—How inventive!” Karin of Aurora 

“Without the District’s Reuse Program, our organization would not be able to do many of 

the projects that we now do.” Mary of R.S.V.P. 

“The Recycling Center has cut our trash to about 1/2 of what it would be.” Jay of Aurora 

“Being able to dispose of batteries and computer parts timely and environmentally safe is 

so important.” Mary Alice of Aurora Public Library 

“The future is your investment when you choose to recycle!” Bob of Lawrenceburg 

Top 5 Reasons to Recycle 

1. Conserves Natural Resources.  Every 3 months, enough aluminum is 

sent to the landfill to replace the entire commercial airline fleet ( Recycling 

Fact Sheet, IDEM). 

2. Saves Energy. By using 50% recycled content in making glass food 

containers, enough energy is saved to meet the needs of 45,000 households 

for 1 year (Environmental Benefits Calculator, EPA). 

3. Reduces Pollution. Making paper of recycled paper instead of virgin 

materials reduces air pollution up to 95% (Environmental Benefits of 

Recycling, University of Massachusetts).  

4. Saves Landfill Space. Corrugated boxes are the second largest item in 

landfills by volume, yet they are the most easily recycled (Waste Age 

Magazine, Sept. 2010).  

5. Generates Jobs. 75,000 jobs in Indiana, with a $3 billion payroll 

(Recycling Works for Indiana’s Economy, IDEM).  
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Income Statement 

Dearborn County Solid Waste Management District 

Fiscal Year 2011 

        

 2010 Real Income   $45,553   

    * Received $42,500 grant in 2010; expended in 2011  

 Income         

  Taxes: Property $650,088      

   Other (CVET) $571   $650,659   

  Sales: Recyclables $97,935      

   Roll-outs $360      

   Mulch $68      

   Hand Chairs $132      

   Bins $42   $98,537   

  Interest    $1,161   

  Recycling Fees    $447   

  Refunds    $694   

  Loan from Lawrenceburg for purchase of property    $42,500   

  Total Income     $793,998  

        

 Expenses       

  100s: Personal Services   $434,103   

  200s: Supplies      

   Office supplies  $5,651     

   Processing supplies  $1,070     

   Equipment expense  $28,835     

   Fuel expense  $23,880     

   Safety supplies  $3,600     

   Other  $14,573  $77,609   

  300s: Services and Charges      

   Advertising  $44,146     

   Insurance  $35,060     

   Utilities  $25,550     

   Loan Expense  $32,295     

   Education  $12,503     

   HHW disposal  $8,588     

   

Non-haz disposal 
(tires/electronics)  $16,452     

   Other  $58,554  $233,148   

  400s: Capital Outlay   $113,062   

    Total Expenses     $857,922  

        

 Other Income     

  2011 Gain (Loss)     ($63,924) 

*Purchased adjoining property for $82,500 Feb. 2011; Received $42,500 grant towards purchase in 2010  
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Staff Members 
 

District Director                                  
Barbara Ault                                                      

Administrative Assistant         
Melinda Smith                                                 

Reuse & Commercial Coordinator 
Betty O’Banion                                                     

Educator                                      
(Vacant)                                                                        

Operations Manager                      
David Schorsch                                                        

Assistant Operations Mgr                  
Lorel O’Banion                                                        

Lead Forklift Operator                       
Art Workman                                                  

 

Drivers 

Natasha Frazee                                                

Dale Workman                                               

Jim Johnston 

                                  Commercial Driver                                                      
Leslie Johnson                                       

 

Processing Staff 

Steve Black 

Elmer Campbell  

Phil Darling 

Randy Disch 

Joe Dittmer 

Rick Schmaltz 

                                             Mike Teaney 

2012 Board Members 
 

Dennis Carr,  President 

Mayor of Lawrenceburg 

Tom Orschell, Vice President      
County Commissioner 

Jim Hughes, Secretary                 
County Council 

Mel Davis                                          
Lawrenceburg Utilities Director 

Doug Hedrick                                  
Mayor of Greendale 

Jeff Hughes                                      
County Commissioner 

Shane McHenry                             
County Commissioner 

Doug Garner                                         

Citizens Advisory Committee  

Paul Filter, Board President 

Phil Piche, Vice President 

Bob Brookbank                            
Lawrenceburg High School  

George Gardner                           
South Dearborn Middle School  

Ralph Johnson                             
Sunman Dearborn Middle School  

Anne Gray & Dean Ferrier 
Rumpke  Representatives 

Patty Bourquein 

Bernadine Ickenroth 

Stephen Lieland 

Molly Reynolds 

Leon Werner 

Dearborn County 
Solid Waste Management District 
10700 Prospect Lane 
Aurora, IN 47001 
Phone: 812-926-9963 
Fax: 812-926-9668 
Email: dcswmd@dearborncounty.in.gov 
Website: 
www.dearborncountyrecycles.com 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Dearborn County Solid Waste 

Management District is to foster a sense of 

responsibility and inspire action by Dearborn 

County residents to reduce solid waste by creating 

an awareness and commitment to reduction, 

reuse, and recycling programs. 
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